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So our story begins  
ÅAll we ever knew about the Beekman Arm's 

early past came from one source  ̄Howard 
Morse's 1908 book, Historic Old 
Rhinebeck, Echo's of Two Centuries. The 
other history book, Edward Smith's 1881 
History of Rhinebeck, offers little. 

ÅAll we have ever repeated is Morse's 
narrative, it's been taken as fact. It does not 
appear to have ever been questioned or 

ÅThe narrative on the Post Road was equally limited. 

investigated. 



ÅMorse was a Civil War veteran and a 
highly respected attorney. He also grew 
up in Rhinebeck. Morse spent years and 
years researching his comprehensive [self-
published] book. No footnotes were 
used. 

ÅMorse did live closer to the time period 
and perhaps had some passed-on 
eyewitness accounts or corroborating 
evidence. 

ÅWe spent two years, but had the   
benefit of his work, historical societies, 
and the internet. 



1905 Samuel Hollyer, Fraunces Tavern 

1908 Edwin Marquardt, Rhinebeck Hotel 

1798 Map, no Dutch gambrel ^ 

ғ άмтсфέ 

Morse did the very best he could with what he had 

The 

Dec 15, 1769 

Alice Morse Earle, Stagecoach and Tavern Days 



Depression, WWI, The 
creation of the Beekman 
Arms, 

Bicentennial, Greenhouse  

LaForge era 

Winne Era 

Dows/Foster Era 

Violets! 

Civil War 

Dutch/Colonial Period 

WŀŎǉǳŜΩǎ IƻǘŜƭ 9Ǌŀ 

WWII, Roosevelt 
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Electricity, running water, heat 

¢ƘŜ άhƭŘ IƻǘŜƭΣέ ! Cǳƭƭ [ƛŦŜ 
A constant ebb and flow of success and hard times 
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Gilded Age 1870-1900 



The Early Settlement  
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Illustrative map, not definitive 
Next page: Thomas Cole, Mill at Sunset, 1844 

circa mid-мсллΩǎ 
 

3rd Largest NY Dutch 
Settlement Esopus  

(Kingston) 

Six  
waterfalls 

Ulster & Salisbury Turnpike 1802 
(aka Ulster & Delaware Turnpike full extent) 
(aka by locals east of Hudson, Sepasco Trail) 

Earliest Native Trails - Colonial Roads 

Native Indian trails 
crisscrossed the region 

These became the early 
colonial roads 

ά/¢ tƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
here to their new homes in  
²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ b¸έ  ό5!wΣ мфннύ 





 
Bien, Joseph Rudolf  
1895 State Atlas  
From www.davidrumsey.com 

Unlike New England with freeholders of land, New York was divided into large patents 



²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ǊŀǇƘŀƎŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ нум ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŜŘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƴǊȅ .ŜŜƪƳŀƴ 

Beekman's first recorded sale was to Kingston resident William 
Traphagen on May 25, 1705. Beekman sold him a considerable 
stake, 281 acres, bounded by the Landsman Kill and Rhinebeck 
Kill to the west, south and north and by a line later defined as 
running on the east approximately at the angle of Oak Street. 
(Originally: "Beginneth at a furr tree marked wth three notches 
& a Cross by a fall in ye first abovementioned run of water on 
Lantsmans Kill thence Running north north west fourty five 
minutes northerly along ye Lands of Coll Beekman to a White 
Oak tree marked as above fifty five chains.©  

WǳŘƎŜ .ŜŜƪƳŀƴ ǘŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀǇƘŀƎŜƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƴǘǎΣ мтлрΣ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ [ΥƛōǊŀǊȅ 

William Beekman 16231̄707 
Judge Henry Beekman 1652̄1716 
Colonel Henry Beekman Jr. 1687-1776 
Margaret Beekman Livingston 17241̄800 
Henry Beekman Livingston 1748-1828  



Split in half with his stepson Arie Hendrickse, Arie received in 1710/11 

¦Ǉƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ άōǊŜǿƘƻǳǎŜέ 

1769 Map, Princeton University L:ibrary 



By his 1736 will, he split his land up to his 3 children 
(William Jr., Geesje, and Arent) 

1790 Bogardus mortgage, Book 6, page 97 1790 Bogardus Mortgage, Bk6, p97 DCRD 

Kiersted, 1769,74 


