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Initial Concept
ÅTo enhance the historical character of Rhinebeck, we propose to form a 

team to investigate, analyze, research, communicate/promote, seek 
approval, then fund raise, permit, build, operate, and maintain a working 
grist mill on the site of the original Col. Henry Beekman mill

ÅEstimated costs: $3-$5 million, All funding expected to be by donations 
and grants. Estimated project timeline: 4-5 years (Both TBD)

ÅNon-profit established to develop, fund raise, run & maintain (separate 
from the Rhinebeck Historical Society, but to liaison with them).

Cover image citation: Subseries 17D: Henry Beekman; 1683-1879 (mostly 1683-1775); Edward Livingston Papers, Manuscripts Division, Department of Rare Books and Special Collections, Princeton University Library.



Why? 
ÅThe founding early Dutch, German and Beekman & Traphagen family history is little 

knownand slipping away. Rhinebeck exists because of its mills and these people, it's 
something worth highlighting. A mill stood on this site for roughly 150 years

Å Legion Park property can be far better utilized 

ÅWould be a picturesque open space. Other than shopping, there's really no place 
interesting for residents or visitors to walk to and take in the village area ānd who 
wouldn't enjoy a stroll to a romantic old mill? (Lit up at night with a possible waterfall.)

ÅReally distinguishes Rhinebeck as a historical town. It would certainly promote tourism 
and become a premier educational resource 

ÅCounterbalances other more modern changes/construction in town (new spa, restaurants)*

ÅOpening could be incorporated into a celebration for the country's sestercentennial (or 
semiquincentennial) to be celebrated in 2026 (250 years, 1776-2026)

ÅIt's an achievable project that is not out of reach (we have the perfect site).

*Also little things like the once interesting looking Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome sign on the Post Road heading into town turninginto a billboard for a designer boutique. 



Preliminary Project Plan
ÅGet non-binding tentative approval from Village to develop Legion Park area

ÅStart Non-profit and establish legal construct, funding accounts, tax exempt#

ÅDetermine venues to fund raise & grant seek

ÅRaise seed money to do required preliminary analysis (~$25k) which should 
include site feasibility study, preliminary design suggestions, and researching 
necessary approvals (American Legion, Village, wetlands, County, State, dam 
safety, others to be identified)

ÅConcurrently, hold forums with citizens to gather ideas (including possibly how to 
generate a small bit of income from it to keep it maintained)

ÅConcurrently, research design ideas, seek out architect, hydro engineer, millwright

ÅEstablish overall budget & construction timeline, formally report to Village

For a general idea of what we have in mind¹



Legion Park is overgrown, seldom used, uninteresting, and hard to maintain

[ŜƎƛƻƴ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ōƛǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƛƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜΧ



Before



Soredesign entire park, construct a mill. Mockup looking south -

The entire park would be redesigned. Open space in front 
could be utilized for picnics, weddings, music concerts, 
historical & educational events, public town gatherings.

This is just a mockup, not a professionally drawn, historically researched proposal. It may 
not even look like this or be in this position. (Wayside Inn mill used as example.)



ΧhǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ 5ǳǘŎƘΣ aƻŎƪǳǇ н ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ -

Philipsburg Manor early Hudson Valley look (circa 1690-1750)



ΧhǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎΣ aƻŎƪǳǇ о ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ -

Nathan Cooper Gristmill (NJ) look (circa 1826)

Don't judge this project on 
these quick and dirty 
mockups. It should come out 
far better than any of these 
illustrations portray. 



ΧhǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎΣ aƻŎƪǳǇ п ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ -

Burwell-Morgan Mill (VA) look (circa 1782)



Mockup looking north

Wewould ask Central Hudson or phone company to move or 
underground 2-3 poles. Would need to decide what side of mill 
to put wheel on and which way mill should face.  It's a nice 
entrance to Village.



9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƛǎǘƳƛƭƭ ϧ ŘƛǎǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ 

Mt. Vernon. Interestingly, their mill wheel is inside. This 
mill (c1933) and the distillery (c2007) were reconstructed 
from excavations, neither structure had survived the ages. 
(So similar toRhinebeck. It can be done.) 



Would ask Central Hudson to underground two poles. 
Would need to decide what side of mill to put wheel on and 
which way mill should face.  (Wayside Inn mill used for illustration)

1867 map

Site Plan, illustrative

Water features, 
walking paths

Miller's house and/or 
Rhinebeck history display

Other suggestions at mill, 
a ©Beekman Ale House,· 
or maybe a Dutch 
Poffertjes stand or tea 
house to provide 
refreshments. Something 
to bring in a little income 
to help maintain it and 
make it a special draw.



Flood Plain and Wetlands ςPart of the Investigation

Asher Dam repaired, new water level controls installed 
2014/15 ($185k spent), so threat is somewhat mitigated. 
Special permits, special engineering, or a relocation on 
site might be necessary. All to be evaluated.

Source: Dutchess Co. Parcel Access

Hurricane Irene, 2011



Judge Henry Beekman is granted land

On April 22, 1697, Judge Beekman obtained a Royal Patent from Lord 
Cornbury for the lands to be called Ryn Beck. His Rhinebeck patent was 
one of two land patents he received at the same time. The other, a much 
larger one, covered the entire southeast corner of Dutchess County.

Judge Henry Beekman never lived in Rhinebeck or Dutchess County, but 
he was active there. By 1703, he was surveying his property and had forced 
the routing of the Post Road through his patent. Two years later, he 
conveyed land to pioneer William Traphage(n) and then to others. By 1710, 
he sets up a boat dock, gristmill and sawmill in Vanderburgh Cove on the 
falls of the Landsman Kill. By 1715, he had settled the Palatines. Before he 
passed away, he was likely planning the mills on the flats (which came circa 
1719; his son, Henry (Gent, later Colonel) was party to deed).

Colonel Henry Beekman Jr. is said to be buried under the pulpit of the Reformed Dutch Church, but evidence is lacking

Judge Henry Beekman

A quick history lesson:

William Beekman 16231̄707 ̄of New Amsterdam (NYC)
Judge Henry Beekman 16521̄716 ̄of Kingston
Colonel Henry Beekman Jr. 1687-1776 ̄of Rhinebeck, prominent citizen
Margaret Beekman Livingston 17241̄800 ̄of Rhinebeck, also prominent
Henry Beekman Livingston 1748-1828, as well sister Janet Montgomery and
other siblings, also prominent citizens of Rhinebeck.

Judge Beekman records his deed with the indians in 1703



Son Colonel Henry Beekman Jr. was very active in Rhinebeck 

¹In trade, milling, lending, planting orchards, lumbering, 
farming, building, breeding horses, transport, leading the 
militia & collecting his rents, for the better part of the 
18thcentury¹

Princeton University Collection



²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ǊŀǇƘŀƎŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ нум ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŜŘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ WǳŘƎŜ IŜƴǊȅ .ŜŜƪƳŀƴ

Beekman's first recorded land sale was to Kingston resident William Traphagen 
(wheelwright) on May 25, 1705. Beekman sold him a considerable stake, 281 acres, 
bounded by the Landsman Kill and Rhinebeck Kill to the west, south and north and by 
a line later defined as running on the east approximately at the angle of Oak Street. 
(Originally: "Beginneth at a furr tree marked wth three notches & a Cross by a fall in 
ye first abovementioned run of water on Lantsmans Kill thence Running north north 
westfourty five minutes northerly along ye Lands of Coll Beekman to a White Oak 
tree marked as above fifty fivechains.·)

WǳŘƎŜ .ŜŜƪƳŀƴ ǘŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀǇƘŀƎŜƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƴǘǎΣ мтлрΣ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ [ΥƛōǊŀǊȅ
DǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƛƴΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭ

William Traphagen was the pioneer who 
started the village. He was said to have 

built a tavern, to have opened a 
blacksmith shop, and to have been 

involved building the mills and the church. 


